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SECURITY INFORMATION 




ON SELECTED ARVAS OF THIS USSR 


This bibliography lists and evaluates briefly the available geographic 
studies completed or in preparation by US Government agencies for the 
following seven areas of the USSR* (l) Murmanskaya Oblast, 

(2) Karelo-Fimiish SSR, (3) the Baltic coasts of Estonia, Latvia, ancl 
Lithuania, (4) Brestskaya Oblast, (5) the Black Sea coasts of the Ukrainian 
SSR, Krasnodarskiy Kray, and Georgian SSR, (6) Prlfiiorekiy Kray, and 
(7) the Chukotsk Peninsula eastward from 13GPE. Emphasis is placed 
principally upon the physical aspects of non-urban, coastal, and border 
areas, whether discussed individually or in combination® 

The survey upon which the following bibliography is based Included 
those Government offices that were known to have undertaken or to be 
undertaking geographic research on the USSR. The following organizations 

were consulted: 

Technical Branch, Production Division, Office of the Assistant 
Chief of Staff, G-2. 

Engin eer Strategic Intelligence Division, Army Map Service . 

Beach Erosion Board, Office of the Chief of Engineers, US Army* 

Environmental Protection Section, Office of the Quartermaster 
General, US Amy. 

Reconnaissance Branch, Directorate of Intelligence, Headquarters, 
US Air Force® 

G-2 Section, Division of Plans and Policies, Headquarters, US 
Marine Corps. 
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Intalligeoce 0118 Unit * Intelli S®nce Branchy Office of Naval 

Iat9lligence. Ph0t ° Un±t * Intellig0nee Branch, Office of Naval 

Intelligence^ 0 Unitp InteUigenc0 Branch, Office of Naval 

Mllitapy Geology Branch, 05 Geological Survey. 

Th. CIA i, not totoW In the survsy ere apt In case, share the agency 
served as coordinator for studies prepared Jointly by several Government 
organisations or prepared translations of foreign publications. 

The DS navy Hydrographic Office, Photo Interpretation Center, and 
Central Piles of the Office of Naval Inteillgaac. vara net consulted 
becauae operational clearance for Interviewing the appropriate personnel 
vaa received toe late to be acted upon. Any pertinent material that thaae 
offices my have will be submitted later. 

From previous knowledge of the character of their geographic 
research, it was considered unnecessary to consult the following 
organizations in connection with the survey* 

Depar^S lL?r a ” h ** DSSR “ d EaSt0M 

Office of International Trade, Bureau of Foreign and 
Commerce, Department of Commerce. ^ ““ Donestie 

Division of Soil Survey, Bureau of Plant Indue+rv c ft n 0 
and Agricultural Engineering, Department of Agriculture. * 

Earth Sciences Branch, Office of Naval Research. 

Office of Foreign Agricultural Relations, Department of Agriculture 


S — R -T 


Approved For Release 2001/09/01 : CIA-RDP79-00945A0001 00070001 -5 



S -R-F -T 

Approved For Release 2001/09/OT rCIA-*RDP79‘-00945A0001 00070001 -5 

Practically no comprehensive, collated geographic studies have been 
made for any one of the seven areas. In general, detailed studies of areas 
of such limited extent are prepared by intelligence agencies only upon 
specific request. At present, no Government agency is planning to 
undertake an areal geographic study of any one of the seven areas. The 
few studies on the USSR prepared by offices within agencies such as 
the Department of Agriculture and the Department of Commerce are directed 
in most cases towards a specific subject that concerns the Soviet Union 
as a whole. 

The available sources of information fall into four categories i 
(1) basic intelligence studies of the USSR for strategic and high-level 
operational planning, (2) a few studies of specific areas, (3) sailing 
directions and pilots, and (4) miscellaneous materials, including 
translations. The basic studies are concise, readily obtainable digests 
of the beat Inf ormation available to intelligence agencies as of the dat e 

preparation. 25X1 C 

25X1 C Wl 

In the bibliography the source materials are listed by type of 
publication. For data on any specific area the following table indicates 
the numbers of the sources from which information can be obtained. 
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Areas 

Basic 

Intelligence 

Studies 

Regional 

Studies 

Sailing 

Directions 

Miscellaneous 

Studies 

Including 

Translations 

Murraanskaya Oblast 

1. 5 

7, 10 

18 

19 

Karelo-Finnish SSR 

1, 5 

7 

18 

19 

Baltic Coasts of Estonia, 
Latvia, and Lithuania 

!• 5 

9 

15 

_ 

Brestskaya Oblast 

If 5 

mm 

— 

- 

Black Sea Coast of the 
Ukrainian SSR, 
Krasnodarskiy Kray, 
and Georgian SSR 

1, 2, 5 

6 

16 

20, 21, 24 

Primorskiy Kray 

3, 4, 5 

— 

12, 13, 17 

22 

Chukotsk Peninsula 

4, 5 

8 

11, 12, 14 

23 

Basic Intelligence Studies: 






1. Joint Army-Navy Intelligence Study 40, European U.S.S.R. : 

Central Intelligence Agency, no publication date, information as of 1946-4?} 
CIA Library Call No. JANIS-40 (Confidential). 


Information on the physical characteristics of Hurmanskajna Oblast, 

Karel o -Finnish S5E, the Baltic Sea coastal areas of Estonia, Latvia, and 

Lithuania, the Black Sea coastal area of the Ukrainian SSR, and with 

difficulty, Brestskaya Oblast can be obtained from: 

Chapter II, Military Geography 

Chapter III, Oceanography 

Chapter 17, Coasts and Landing Beaches 

Chapter V, Climate and Weather 

2. Joint Army-Navy Intelligence Study 41, U.S.S.R. — The Caucasus 8 
Central Intelligence Agency, no publication date. Information as of 
1946-48; CIA Library Call No. JANIS-41 (Confidential) . 
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Material for a description of the physical geography of the 

Black Sea coastal area of Krasnodarskiy Kray and Georgian SSR can be 

extracted from Chapters XI, III, IV, and V. See Item 1 for Chapter titles. 

t j A ™y-^vy Intelligence Study 73, Southeastiwn 

?c°orfitot£l)°f Stttff ’ P,brUU7 1945 > ° a Uta-arTcTififo. JABIS-^’ 

A description of the physical geography of Prlmorokly Kray oan 
be extraeted from Chapters II, III, VI, and V. See Itae 1. 

Agency, 1949, CIA library cill Ho. ra ^Ulgenc. 

Information on the physical characteristics of Chukotsk 

Peninsula and Prlnorskly Kray can be obtained from the fnlloeing sections. 

Section 21, Oceanography 

Section 22, Coasts and Landing Beaches 

Section 23, Weather and Climate 

Section 24, Terrain of the NIS Area as a Hhole 

Section 26, Descriptive Analysis of Military Regions 


Since the discussion of physical features is focused on very 
broad regions and is presented in a highly generalized fashion, difficulty 
would be encountered in attempting to extract specific data for any one 

of the seven specified areas. Physical features are discussed in Chapter 
I, "Topographic." 

Regional Studies? 


library Control He. 9100*, ml.. ara^ll^l^^V^ret) . 

Thl. lc a 156-page report on the military aepecta of tha physical 
and cultural characteristic, of a small area cantering on Batumi 
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(41°38®N - 41° 38* 5) and extending northward from the Turkish border to 
the mouth of the Nataneba River (4i°56*N - 41°48«E) and inland for 
25 miles. The principal emphasis is upon physical elements. 

Information for the study ms gathered from the various US intelligence 
organizations; G— 2 Section did not Itself delve into original Russ ian sources 

Saasts and Landi ng Beaches of Northwestern Tfaronean Russia t 
Major J.J. Windsor, BSM3, May 1950; available in Analysis Branch, ~" 
Geographic Division, CIA (Secret). 

The report is a project assigned to the author in connection 
with the 13th class of the Strategic Intelligence School — the preparation 
of Section 22, "Coasts and Landing Beaches," Chapter II, NIS-26-I. Most 
of the information was obtained from JANIS-40, which is based on 1946-47 
data. The area covered is the coastal stretch from the Rybachiy Peninsula 
(69°42®N - 32? 36* 75) to the easternmost extremity of the Kanin Peninsula 
(68°00®N — 46° 30* 75), including the coasts of Murmanskaya Oblast 
Kar elo-Finnish SSR. Accompanying the study are 1942 to 1944 German air 
photographs for the entire coastal strip, as well as general ground and 
aerial photographs taken in the Murmansk region. None of the photographs 
are Included in JANIS-40. 

8. Jfhukotsk Area, Eastward from 150° 757; US Army, G-2, 401st 
Strategic Intelligence Team, 20-31 August 1951; available in Military 
Geography Unit, Office of the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2 (Secret) . 

This is a research project undertaken by the 401st Strategic 
Intelligence Team during a two-weeks tour of active reserve duty. The 
team was composed of officers who had much previous knowledge of the area. 

- 6 - 

S-T5-C-R-15-T 


Approved For Release 2001/09/01 : CIA-RDP79-00945A0001 00070001 -5 



S-E-C-R-E-T 

Approved For I^Jease 2001/09/01" : CIA-RDP79-00945AflJH)1 00070001 -5 

The report is an over-all analysis of the area focused primarily on 
its potential use as a base for operations against North America. Topics 
considered are space and distance, climate and weather, transportation, 
telecommunications, resources, and economic development. Because of 
lack of locational detail, it is difficult to extract specific information 
for the section of the Chukotsk Peninsula eastward from 180° E. 

Since only a short time was available for preparation, this manuscript 
is considered to be an informational rather than a finished intelligence 
report. 

9* Torrftj.n Study of Baltic Countries ; US Army, G»2, Campbell 
Project, 1948? available in Analysis Branch, Geographic Division, CIA 
(text unclassified, maps restricted). 

This is the most comprehensive study available in English 
of the physical characteristics of the Baltic States. The climate and 
terrain of Estonia , Latvia, and Lithuania are discussed in considerable 
detail from the viewpoint of military operations. Even though the entire 
area of the three states is considered to be a single military region with 
over-all similarity of surface structure, climate, vegetation, and economy, 
the study provides descriptions of subregions based on slight differences 
In characteristics. The coastal sones of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania are 
treated as subregions. 

All of the work was done in Germany by Gorman geographers under 
US Army supervision. Source materials are practically all German, and many 
of them are not currently available in the United States. The study is 
164 pages in length and contains 20 naps. 
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10. The Climate of the Kola Peninsula ; Office of the Quartermaster 
General, Environmental Protection Section, no date; available from 
issuing authority and in Analysis Branch, Geographic Division, CIA 
(Unclassified) . 

This 34-page report is a condensation of two comprehensive 
Russian articles on the climate of the Kola Peninsula (Murroanskaya 
Oblast). The report was prepared by a climatologist who is familiar 
with Russian climatic concepts and terminology. Included in the report 
are adequately detailed discussions of temperature, humidity, precipitation, 
thunderstorm activity, and wind. 

Sailing Directions and Pilots * 

11. Sailing Directions for the East Coast of Siberia . 

HO Publication No. 122A* US Navy Hydrographic Office, 1947; in CIA Map 
Library and HO Library (Unclassified). 

The volume cited is one of a series of comprehensive and 
reliable Sailing Directions that supplement nautical charts issued by the 
Hydrographic Office. It supplies descriptions of coastlines, harbors, 
dangers, aids, and port facilities, as well as other data that cannot be 
represented adequately on charts. In each volume the coastline is 
divided into small sectors, which are described individually on the basis of 
the topics listed. Supplements to the Sailing Directions , giving corrections 
and more recent information, are issued when sufficient new data become 
available. 

The volume for the east coast of Siberia covers the coast from Cape 
Otto Shmidt (6S°55 8 N » 179° 24 8 W) southward around the Chukotsk Peninsula 
to Sakhalin Gulf (53°45*N - 141° 30* E) . 

12. Sailing Directions for Siberia and Chosen . HO Publication Ho. 

122 j US Navy Hydrographic Office, 1932; in CIA Map Library and HO Library 
(Unclassified). 
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Coverage of the coasts of the Chukot 3k Peninsula and Primorskiy 
Kray are included in this volume . For type of information given see Item 11. 

13. Sailing Directions for the Southwest Coast of Siberia and Korea . 

HO Publication Ho. 1220 ;US Navy Hydrographic Office* 1947; in CIA lap 
Library and HO Library (Unclassified) . 

Coverage of the coastline of Primorskiy Kray is included in 
this volume. See Item 11 for a description of the type of information 
given. 

14. Translation of Russian Sailing Directions for the Chukot sk Sea ; 

US Navy Hydrographic Office, no date; in CIA Map Library and HO Library 
(Unclassified). 

This volume covers the coasts of the Chukotok Sea and the 
Bering Strait. The information presented is similar in scope and 
reliability to that in US Navy Sailing Directions (see Item 11) . The 
original, of which this is a translation, is entitled Lotsiya Chuk otskogo 
Morva (Pilot of the Chukotsk Sea), published in 1938 by the Hydrographic 
Administration of R.K.K.F. and the Hydrographic Administration of the 
Principal Administration for the Northern Sea Route. The Russian 
original is also available. 

25X1 C 
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19 . Military ■Geographic Data on ’European Russia; Karelia and Kola . 
FDD 119} translation by Foreign Documents Division, CIA, 15 March 1948? 
CIA Library Call No. 170278 (Restricted) . 


The report is divided Into two parts, one giving a general 
survey of the physical and cultural characteristics of the entire area of 
the Karelo-Finnish SSR and the Murraanskaya Oblast as a whole and the other 
giving descriptions of individual regions within the larger area. The 
principal emphasis is upon the physical elements*, particularly terrain. 

The physical descriptions are still of value, but the cultural information 
is out of date. 

This report is an extract translation of a German Mil -Geo report 
entitled Mlllt&rgeographlache Anaaben liber das FuropSische Russland; 
Karelian trod Kola, published In June 1941 by the Map and Survey Branch 
of the German Army General Staff. 
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. . „ 2 ?*. European Russia* the Ukpflin^. 

137, translation by Foreign 
CIA > 12 A P rl1 1948; CIA Library Call Ho. 54462$ 


The report includes a general survey of the physical and 
cultural features of the Ukraine, Moldavian SSR, and Krymskaya Oblast 
(Crimea) , and a description of individual subdivisions within the above 
areas. Two of these Individual sectors are on the coast of the Black Sea. 

In the discussion of these coastal regions, the emphasis Is placed primarily 
upon character of terrain. The discussion of physical features compares 
favorably with JANIS-40, but cultural information is out of date. 

Th© report is an extract translation of a German Mil-Geo report 
entitled !y^iMlg£0^ap hische__Angaben_i[ber das EuropMacha Rugalaiid^ 

published in September 1941 by the 
Map and Survey Branch of the German Amy General Staff. 


„ w 21 : M&&aSE^£Qgg£aatocal, Survey of Ukraine, translation by Office 
of Naval Intelligence, 5 September 1951; CIA Library Call No. Navv ONI 
Translation, A-489 (Confidential). ‘ ***> 0WI 


The first part of this report describes in a general way terrain, 
soil, vegetation, climate, and coastal and Inland waters for the Ukraine 
as a whole. The second part gives a description of the physical elements 
of two coastal areas on the Black Sea. Of a total of 114 pages, 95 are 
devoted to these two coastal sectors. The first is a rectangular expanse 
bounded by 46°36’N - 31 C 00«E and 47°45‘N - 35°20«E and by the Black Sea. 

The second includes the Black Sea coast and its immediate hinterland 
from Odessa westward to Burgas, Bulgaria (42°30 ? N » 27°2?»E). Most of 
the Information is of pre-1930 date. 


- 11 - 

S-E-C-R-E-T 


Approved For Release 2001/09/01 : CIA-RDP79-00945A0001 00070001 -5 



• ~S J?-4? R . I5 .. T ■ 

Approved For Release 2001709/01“ Cl£‘-GbP79-OO945AQfl01 00070001 -5 

CONFIDENTIAL 

This report is a translation of a German report entitled 

Mjlitlglsehe Geo^ ra^hlscher Uberlick Ukraine , dated approximately 1940. 

m 4 4.? 2 * of stra tQglc Poin ts, Northern Area — Souther n Portion 

^ritlme .Northern Portion Maritime Provinces, Nm-thern 

Intelligence Center, Pacific Ocean Areas, Commandant. Navy 128. 
3 August 1943; CIA Library Call No. Navy, Serial AS -031030, ICPQA 
Translation Item 513 (Confidential) . 

In this short report, selected beaches suitable for landing 
purposes are described in general terms. Types of beaches, bluffs, 
depth of water, and weather and sea phenomena are discussed. 

„ £i-l m & tolo % r .. p f the Far Eastern Pnd of the USSR ; Office of 

Naw 1 JFfFsFft 1 P " 16 “ FA »C27^ November 1944? CIA Library Call No. 
Navy, Serial 67-44, Monograph Index Guide No. 601-110 (Confidential). 

Information on the seasonal formation and location of ice in 

the Okhotsk and Bering seas is given in this report. Data on air 

temperature, snow cover, fog, and precipitation at principal ports are 
presented by means of graphs. 


u ^ 24 * HydrpgrsPhic-Oceano^aphlc Data Sheets — Black » US ]«j aTsr 

ydrographic Office^ 1951; in CIA Map Library and HO Library (Confidential) 


On a number of small-scale charts the following types of 
oceanographic data for selected coastal areas of the Black Sea are given* 
(1) tides, (2) currents, (3) sea and swell, (4) physical properties, 

(5) ice, (6) bottom sediments and geology, (7) terrestrial magnetism, 

(8) biology, and (9) bathymetry and water exchange. Data sheets are 
available for the following areas or complexes: Batumi, Poti, Odessa, 
Sevastopol 9 , Ochakovakiy Bfrs-Dneprovskiy Liman, Tuapse, Kerch 9 , 
Novorossiysk, Feodosiya. The sheets can be ordered by complex name. 
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